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SUBJECT: ICJ LAWYER INVESTIGATING HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
THAILAND 

1 . MR. DAVID HALLMARK, A BRITISH LAWYER WORKING FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS (ICJ), IS NEARING THE 

END OF A TWO MONTH INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN THAILAND. HALLMARK, WHO ARRIVED IN BANGKOK 
ON JAN 9 TO LOOK INTO THE CASE OF THE "THAMMASAT 18", 

HAS BEEN BUSILY COMPILING A DOSSIER OF REPORTED HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, INCLUDING ALLEGATIONS OF ARBITRARY 
DETENTION UNDER NARC ORDER 22 AND THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
SEVERAL LABOR AND POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. HALLMARK TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT MOST ALLEGATIONS OF GOVERNMENT COMPLICITY 
ARE DIFFICULT TO CORROBORATE. HE INTENDS TO QUERY RTG 
OFFICIALS IN HOPES OF SHEDDING LIGHT ON SITUATION. HE 
PROMISED TO KEEP US INFORMED OF HIS FINDINGS. 

2. HALLMARK HAS ATTENDED SEVERAL SESSIONS OF THE 
"THAMMASAT 18" TRIAL. HIS VIEW OF THE TRIAL IS THAT 
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION HAS PRODDED THE RTG TO TAKE 
THE NECESSARY MEASURES TO INSURE THE DEFENDANTS RECEIVE 
A FAIR SHAKE. HE CITED, FOR EXAMPLE. THE KRIANGSAK 
GOVERNMENT'S MOVE TO PERMIT THE DEFENDANTS TO HAVE 
DEFENSE LAWYERS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 05931 270606Z 


3. SATISFIED THAT THE THAI GOVERNMENT IS TREATING THE 
"THAMMASAT 18" AS A SPECIAL CASE AND WILL NOT RISK 
FURTHER INTERNATIONAL EMBARRASSMENT OVER ISSUE OF THE 
OCTOBER 6 DETAINEES, HALLMARK HAS SOUGHT TO DETERMINE 
IF THERE ARE OTHER PATTERNS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 
ON FEB 24 THE BANGKOK POST REPORTED THAT HE HAD 
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DEPARTED FOR THE SOUTHERN PROVINCE IN SURAT THANI TO 
INVESTIGATE THE ARREST OF THREE PERSONS WHO WERE WORKING 
FOR THE COORDINATING GROUP FOR RELIGION IN SOCIETY 
(CGRS), A THAI HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION. A MEMBER 
OF CGRS TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE THREE PERSONS HAD BEEN 
INVESTIGATING THE DETENTION OF SEVERAL VILLAGERS IN 
SURAT THANI HELD ON CHARGES OF BEING "DETRIMENTAL TO 
SOCIETY" - AN APPARENT REFERENCE TO ONE OF THE PROVISIONS 
OF NARC ORDER 22. TWO OF THE CGRS WORKERS ARRESTED 
WERE FORMER CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS (ONE OF 
WHOM HAD APPARENTLY FLED TO THE JUNGLE AFTER THE 
OCTOBER 6 COUP AND HAD RECENTLY RETURNED WITH THE HOPE 
OF RE-ENTERING THE UNIVERSITY). THE THIRD PERSON WAS 
A RESIDENT OF SURAT THANI WHO WAS RELATED TO 
ONE OF THE DETAINEES IN QUESTION. THE CGRS SPOKESMAN 
SAID THEY WERE HOPEFUL THEIR WORKERS WOULD SOON BE 
FREED ON BAIL. AN ARTICLE IN THE NATION FEB 24. SAID THE CGRS 
WORKERS WERE BEING HELD ON CHARGES OF 
COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AND HAD BEEN DENIED BAIL. 

4. COMMENT: WE SHARE HALLMARK'S OPINION THAT IT WILL 
BE DIFFICULT TO SUBSTANTIATE ALLEGATIONS OF RTG 
COMPLICITY IN REPORTED DISAPPEARANCES AND 
MYSTERIOUS DEATHS OF POLITICAL AND LABOR ACTIVISTS. 

WE HOPE TO OBTAIN A REPORT OF HIS FUNDINGS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE INCIDENT IN SURAT THANI AND ON THE HUMAN 
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RIGHTS SITUATION IN GENERAL. END COMMENT. 
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